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Queen Anne's Lament

There are settings of this tune in the following manuscript sources:

— Colin M6r Campbell's "Nether Lorn Canntaireachd," ii, 132-6 (with the title "Day
yesterday and here yesterday");

— Angus MacKay's MS, i, 25-26 (and also in his so-called "Kintarbert MS";

— Colin Cameron's MS, f.54;

— Duncan Campbell of Foss's MS, f.13-14;

— Uilleam Ross's MS, ff.17-19;

—John MacDougall Gillies's MS, 1.8;

— David Glen's MS, ff.311-312;

and in the following published sources:

— Uilleam Ross, Ross's Collection of Pipe Music, pp.58-60;
— C. S. Thomason, Ceol Mor, p.232.

Colin M6r Campbell sets the tune as follows:
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There are a number of problems with the canntaireachd score, including line endings not
being indicated in positions that would nowadays seem "orthodox."” This is further
complicated by ambiguities between E and high G and F and high G, which require fine
orthographic distinctions between the frequently-occurring vocables "che" and "chi” and "ve
and "vi" which are crucial to the tune's tonality. In the crunluath doubling, line two, the third
syllable "hebandre" seems redundant. Likewise in the crunluath singling, at the end of line
two, the vocables "hebandre heeche" are repeated and should probably appear only once. On
the other hand, Colin Campbell's score does contain an interesting "Second Motion™ and
"Taolive Gear" not present in the other scores and possible timings for these are given in the
MP3 file.

Angus MacKay sets the tune as follows:
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There appear to be problems with MacKay's ground; a figure seems to be missing at the end
of bar twelve, perhaps thus:
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Also the eallach movement at the end of the ground seems to be redundant—as is the opening

bar of line three of the taorluath doubling, as David Glen notes below. These suggestions
have been incorporated in the accompanying MP3 file.

Colin Cameron sets the tune like this:
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and so on.

Colin Cameron's handling of the variations may seem more rhythmically fluid than MacKay's
rather square style (a feature even more exaggeratedly present in Archibald Campbell's
settings in The Piobaireachd Society Collection, Second Series, and Kilberry Book of Ceol
Mor).

Duncan Campbell of Foss follows Angus MacKay closely; his score adds little of
expressive significance to the tune and it is not reproduced here.

Uilleam Ross's manuscript score seems likewise to derive from Angus MacKay's manuscript
and is not reproduced here.

John MacDougall Gillies sets the tune like this:
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Gillies' arrangement, along with that of Colin Cameron, sheds interesting light on how an
important group of Victorian pipers might have timed this tune.

David Glen's score also gives a good idea of how MacKay's route through this tune might be
realised musically:

Dr. William Donaldson, 2011 Set Tunes pipes|drums Magazine



"
£
-
-

°

pipes

L
= i
1

o :
1
U AN YN ATy ve

I M 1AL 8 3L

(1]
s

=
JAFEUAT A AAAA [

)
F i |
LIANAXTT R

P ¥

=
L
!
'S
1 i
e

o B

3
4
LW
S

F oo &
by

LS enn, o &5
183
4
(=3

. TN |

Y

w

"

.70 B [ I TS

=

N _anba

: 7] 1 [T
- UR
40 E2 i ik
W qrh
. . i s
MM ] - Ea - \ M.m
nRE "a @\.ﬂ. a& B
: M___ =an il u AN
- f.» . n i 1 —
| {4 T le an
WA kil L La
FRELA H+ t wo 11 S
* -
L1 - L] L
el e | ¢
H ] -,
] ,_m =l I o=t Wi 141
RN PR 18 1] =
= all 1 =11 et
i 'y 4
u| |4 wal | | allil = o F
| il 1 :
o 1 s @l u- H..l
et . - vl -4
WK m | A L1 4
IJ”v ‘I ‘I ¥ ﬂ ] =11
| P wylil wal ] ar..s
i -
‘| — | - —
H Ll | s
woTE mr et I
s L GO 1 1 i J i
& i+ »— W
= ‘im |
M e Ly
W a B T, T
 l _ e, I 4 " i /
- -1 / pEE Ll PR
» u\ | | MJ L d ] 8 w, \.Il.l 1]
1] =0 i H 1
nER 4 L a
o 61 & o pe
4L b w1 d 1} Fo T
[
\..-. M..I.I‘ k_. \. — 0
s H 7e q]
AR 7 u . e
e A4 My e 4 Pl
ES R, | Ul
ol el o L 5 e =
o 3 MJ ] 1 ] l
nnqum i 4 __ pE i
ﬁr..ﬁ Yasde 4T HH 7 L
w111 8- N oy BR

| %
R
v
’ ]
ol o Al
W P o
T sgHN L
L1 Ui
L — 17
vl %m an
SR
A LT <
L) it Hlll b
ST (L !
e 4 H
1} ANSHE
v A
-t EI.“\..Ill .
Wi -1
BEE o 1|
‘1N N L
U ARER
PO, v
4l ang
PE -
\ ‘ W
Lhimim ] |4
AL wfT
1T ] un
1= N =
P I
e DL
Un 40
a.u ﬁnm.u W
hHl dp g k
v [4 vl

f“ﬁ? F *
11 e Y |
LN | Iy EA

T 1

=

I

2SSl J=

1

1
|

=

!

P 9 W T
-~

-

'l
——

7 )

— -

-

| AT Y §

Farhimy F
13 i}
‘UJ‘H? T Y s T

pipes|drums Magazine

Dr. William Donaldson, 2011 Set Tunes



pipes | drums

n
Jast,

ST HETT R E
v ) 1T LG

Uilleam Ross's published setting in Ross's Collection is a pleasing one, taking a similar
expressive route to David Glen; but the latter has been preferred because his characteristic 6/8
timing better seems to reflect the fluent nature of the tune than Ross's 4/4 and the latter is not
reproduced here.

C. S. Thomason's published setting in Ceol Mor does not add significantly to the expressive
possibilities of the tune and is not reproduced here.
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Commentary:

There seem to be two lines of descent for this tune, one scribal, originating in Colin Mor
Campbell and coming down through Angus MacKay, Uilleam Ross, Duncan Campbell and
others; and a playing tradition represented by Colin Cameron and John MacDougall Gillies
which tried to make more musical sense of what seems an obviously corrupt score which
later editors have struggled to emend satisfactorily.

The subject of the lament, Queen Anne, was the last of the Stuart line (her father was James
VII of Scotland and 1 of England) to govern the United Kingdom. She died in London on 1
August 1714, without issue. The passing of the crown to the distantly related Protestant
German house of Hanover was to trigger the Jacobite Risings of 1715, 1719 and 1745-6.

* * *

Electronic text © Dr. William Donaldson, Aberdeen, Scotland 21 July 2010.
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