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Lament for MacSwan of Roaig

This tune is found in the following manuscript sources:

— Nether Lorn Canntaireachd, ii, 157-8 (with the title "Roaig's Lament™);
— Donald MacDonald, ff.83-87;

— Angus MacKay, ii, 53-55;

—D. S. MacDonald, i, 57-9;

—John MacDougall Gillies, f.101;

— David Glen, ff.144-146;

— Robert Meldrum, f.129-131;

and in the following published source:
— C. S. Thomason, Ceol Mor, pp.85-6.

— Colin Mor Campbell treats the tune like this:

1% Hiodinbain hioendam hinotra hiharin himbari cherede hadre hioendam

29 Hiodinbain hioendam hinotra hiharin hindre harodin hihorodo hiodin himbari chedare
hadre hioendam

3 Hiodinbain hioendam hinotra hiharin himbari chedari hadre haotro chedari haotro himotro
hiharin

S ffirst Motion

1% Himto hinda hioendam hintoemda hiharin himde hindi cheotro himda hinde hihorodo
himde hinda hioendam hintoemda hiharin

29 Hinde hinde harodin himda hioa hihorodo himde hindi cheotro himda hinde hihorodo
himde hinda hioendam hintoemda hiharin

3% Himde hindi cheotro himda hinde haotro himde hindi haotro himto hinda hiharin

D Himto hinda himto hinto himda hinto hindariddan himde hindi himde hinde himda hinde
himda hinda himto hinda himto hinto himda hinto hindariddan

29 Himde hinde himda hinda himto hinda himto hinto himde hindi himde hinde himda hinde
himda hinda [himto hinda] himto hinto himda hinto hindariddan

39 Himde hindi himde hinde himda hinde himda hinda himde hindi himda hinda himto hinda
hindariddan

And there the score ends. Colin Campbell does not develop the tune beyond the doubling of
the ffirst Motion, which is a pity because his pleasing alternation of low Gs and low As may
strike many as more pleasing than anything offered by the later scores.

Donald MacDonald times the tune as follows:

Piobaireachd in time: Technology and transmission © Dr. William Donaldson
Published by pipes|drums, 2006-'07



on
-3 . N
4H
_ ‘ il - H Y
-+
sl *1i 21 L N ) (i N m..:
- | _ g1y H113 N s r LH »
ke f i . i 1 FANE R ™ ._. o L
0. “”M“. - “ %\lL\ 4 ”;r-. _ nrs ’ cal ~) j r 1 P~ b
z % | I Hiid i I N “H13
3 [ _ . sl _ ! ™ il
- | i | i I H (T - - = 1
L= . ”.. "N . s N ,.;?_.... il “ - én..l_. cods)
s Al S 1 s o
! | ! INL s H " 4=
& i ” s | hm\h...._ /F ] L ks [ 1] il
o 1IN m. 4+ \\\ tt | 11T _ 14 | > N i
2 \ | A ///- 1 7 S t AT 444 ﬁ w ol “
m m sq * _...._ f _ 4 Thin .P. " e [(RApas | will ~ 1
s M7 ] #..!l | T b4+
: o s B W
[ ~ # \m_. - | ] | 4 nl m... |
= . il 1l el H A
(3] } 4 | jE
L i et .y - | RS | < .
d m\hl n; o \\\l.._. o _ v— “d ¥+ g+ Lk |
[R— | (! i |1 - | * e L. bt i
= Mk T “un cTH 111 HAT - ...= K~
0 < Ul D\ st WiR | ™H N TRHN
it o \\_?4 ‘ //I | T I 4+t ’ aadn
p m- H . ] %N: il m y ‘ = LT 1 1
hy = i i 1 -
- — w _ 111; * | hal . hall [ WA I
a : il N L N e[l SV I
L4 A= ! g | : L + B
SR [ -t At R SR R [ | :
~ - ul . L L E .
. _ i Itk 1L | - it
| il i+ wiill R il |\ Vs W ol
i | 5 MY 1 \ .
Wil =l -t il o O QY :
-t ~ .m Ny &w‘ﬂx. _....m... b o] M- ~ 1T
I _ 1! . _ jin Al I S wed :& - i W
- I ’#.. 1 = Tl ™ Eﬂa _ 7 & “ atd f Py
: \N\n HT 4Ly rr..si _ T E.&. . h N -
- a i sl | bt L1171 -y
H...x;_ + ~ .\—n.”.._— L 1 | .__ﬁ_ﬂ....“,. n.N 3 ey ! —n L
) I Nt 11 | / t 7 IS I aesl || | I} -
-~ %N //- I 7 j 17 ﬁ\\ - %J 4 §+ L "

© Dr. William Donaldson

Piobaireachd in time: Technology and transmission

Published by pipes|drums, 2006-'07



pipes

7))
=
=
S
©

L+
1
- B
ar.|’
b -
-
w )
>0
_\.. -1 |
TP
| [
P
it
HT #
| A
.
aaid
A -
-
I
S
hf =
nnn...A‘
b |-
228
M
-
42,

Yz

31—

>

t

3

e

g
:
L
+
y

S

Z

[ 4
11

- i

2o ot
——
&
X
-
!

o]
| [
| -M
A1
=
il
-
x4
~
wqd )

%
- s

{_-

——

%
-3

L e

¢

-
+

ja— 4
—

prze

ae—|

»
)
R
L
»
—

—

M=
e .
et
|
i
el
It
|hx.
[ __
>
sy | |
ke _T._1
ol 4]
| gt
11
(AR
Il
S
eria| __—u—
||
2
id )
i
Ert"ow—
[ot
| _.__
aka| 1

PrIe

-_— =

3
__,_

exly

£

b

=
o —

-

—

e
1
] [ JE
T

Aty

-

*

£ il
.
|
ceda |
1
wiiq |||
RERE
u.
el || T
LN
.-
FTIN |
-
'
LS

erda
™ ._-
i~
h

cally

13
¥
———
i
}
r
1
-

1
|
1

=

=

==
—e =&t

[
1
T

£
1
1

{ [ | 3
| L -
— —

—
T
SESSESES

7=
||
i

[0
1

—
— &=

-

P77an

dadl

1
f’l]f [ [
3 1 i L
———

L
=Lt
7

1

"-
e

t
II

b— |
-
S

¥

1
.

3

-
L
FrIes
celia
Fre
T
o it
N
-~

L
. Fr

—

| =
3

|- f 4

1

T

Ldlty

Ly

[ A
L
1

—

h S W

ealy]

cidlq

wed

r

2
L
T

Piobaireachd in time: Technology and transmission

Published by pipes|drums, 2006-'07

© Dr. William Donaldson



wd

r 4
%
?

i
7
:
o
T
1L
-

o

- FLLEN

L

{
N
B!
=
1
1
A1
1
i e —
=
—1
T A S
1 1
1
1
Y
F A
1
X 1
£ 1
Y
4 : 1
iy WN——— O S ———
%
L) 1
1
¥ A~ L
=
r AL
1 a

A\ ¢35 ey
h_ b wey s b e d [ Al — oy
H s o t = Wi hgllN M
am [ ‘ i - CUNE
s . “ L e e 1 o L Al f /ﬁl“
m il ) m_ - .-L_l adt avhte fv.lu.l ;. o
u | L - :..f_“l oot ™ N = ﬁu 1 N
| =9 -+ 441 44 -
L 4 r _..“ Wi /f. n \ ht | U -~ _\\ |
2 U ! e J g . _
l <17 % LELHIN i e || M
v “ . _ _ Frr. _ L1 bt il.\._ = ! Ul
p | N prr e e | ant 4 gﬂ .;
- — _.. oy m ]9 \ L J
p _ 7 e ™ PraLs avlnl FLL L _ W -J_- -
e | K N N g 4
[y & I N Al r# ] &S
’ b b A R <+ V1 -
) ﬁb_.x. / ;.. fm_ //._.n. iy /ﬂ ‘n-ﬂ.l <
k wE ¥ ] YIS | | ﬂ .—t._ )
._AY : _ M any | 5 rres - L] / 4
rte ] st i gl N #
Bt 4
s | N sy Wy T Ul i
R L Y PR wash Frees
it vkl N catly ™~ wdbl . h!“
....' _ 11 1T -1 y | 1 1]
j.u iy Pr. -+ ey gt :__:.4 1 43.‘.... ¥/
s I_— 1 [ -4 Aa -t <] - » 44
T u-t..” ot o wsin S £as = T Fry e, aad = 4

© Dr. William Donaldson

Piobaireachd in time: Technology and transmission

Published by pipes|drums, 2006-'07




pipes

£

. . . [ L l_..
_ .ﬁ . ¢ [. L 4 u .\\\.A |+ \\\_
y! | | N T T
~ - N M
Fee i P, 4
b -1 | ~ ﬁ . f A1 Fris L . L' Y
g -+ N " » o
11 Py LN L A b, - ]
+ ] . | L (Y il
_ﬁ "~ .+ \ T 4 te Are N
A Wl Y B ot LI Ul i S s
\.1;..1 b [ rf/t m. //—.. » 8 T ”. ™ f.wo 11 Fe
Ll i T Ao < i
n P ] Y7 1T < L - ?|1 N ﬂl
- =1 Py TG NREN "
v TE + ut ™ \\_\l_ HTTT ares i
. ! _ e : -1 o 1 L |
3 . b4 Ll | N [ W b ._ .
i i A A
- ny ._h | ™ | ~ ™ — il 4 ™
T -~ \_ﬂ vL wpd e Y ~ . |
H Y
O 4H L,_ I T 44 T _l 1 N
— Y \hl“ \\\o.! 04 - .r__ e Al
! ' ) T if tel Ly il B
1 h '
v L h ...-_. ] | il L » (# Ry !
N i 1 - 4[] / \
L ;.' 4. 1|t / a1 // 4 ;—l .u | ) /J”
LS a4 4 ﬂ r. hg ‘_v /jf T

dade |

¥

y 23
i

at

I/

add
FIZRN | i . i

aad o M

i :u‘_ s )
- . - -
. ! »
- i
e
Al | Y
| nar Wi n.
di B - e Prian s
Wil i . N | I .
b IH | - ) -1, NN
» A et} 4 : / L \ Bl i 1%, /
| — e R adl 2011 ¥ )
L { j Agh ' 1
L wi g - .J.ﬂq\..- PP it PP PrI .

1
1

+
r]

e

-
- __?__- T

1
FIY

—
" sl
14
!
H /ﬁ
.
T K<
1 + + -
— .
.
'#' []
-
PRI A A
ry w <
;
’
*._.--r——“‘_’ 7
I 2
1 hd
Il
. *

© Dr. William Donaldson

Piobaireachd in time: Technology and transmission

Published by pipes|drums, 2006-'07



pipes | drums

One notes the varied timing of the double echo beats in the ground, and the nice little cadence
high G on the double echo on E in bar three balancing those which follow later in the line.
MacDonald points the siubhal "down™ MacKay "up” (although there are signs of several
obvious changes of mind by MacKay about the timing, especially in the siubhal singling)
both imply an "up" timing in the taorluath and crunluath variations, otherwise their settings
are similar.

Angus MacKay times the tune like this:
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Those attracted by David Glen's characteristic style might like to consider the following

setting which Glen describes as an "edited" version based on the one in Donald MacDonald's

manuscript:
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C. S. Thomason's score combines features of both MacDonald and MacKay's manuscript
settings. He plays his taorluath singling and doubling "down™ and his crunluath variations

"up." Those drawn to this combination may find the arrangement attractive:

LAMENT FOR MACSUAIN OF ROAIG.

LI SIS W 3
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D. S. MacDonald adds nothing to his source, Angus MacKay, and is not reproduced here.
John MacDougall Gillies's setting is an outline sketch only and is not reproduced here.
Robert Meldrum's score adds nothing to the stylistic possibilities of the tune and is not
reproduced here.

Commentary

Archibald Campbell wrote of this tune that "I had no hand in choosing the original text as |
was in India but only had to do the Editorial notes afterwards.” (Letter to R. U. Brown,
27/12/1955). Yet his editorial papers show him writing to J. P. Grant the main nominal
editor of the Piobaireachd Society Collection (second series) volume one, with detailed
advice about how the tune should be set, which Grant appears to have duly followed
(National Library of Scotland MS22103, £.109).

A note in Alexander Nicolson's History of Skye (Glasg. 1930) suggests that the dedicatee
should be "MacSween of Roag" rather than MacSwan (p.65).

* * *

Electronic text © Dr. William Donaldson, Aberdeen, Scotland, September 2006
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