
Modern Settings 24

The Muckin O Geordie’s Byre
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Before the Second World War, it was common for farm workers to work for six month terms for a farmer, for a fixed "fee". Every
six months there would be a hiring fair, where workers could seek new (and perhaps better) masters. On the farm, they were housed
in bothies, dormitories where they ate and slept. Before the wireless or the gramophone, there was often lots of singing and
story-telling at nights. This is one of the songs that was sung, and it tells the unfortunate tale of a farmer, Geordie, who set to work
cleansing out his cowshed and what befell. See if you can find a recording of Jock Duncan singing it.


