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The Sister's Lament 

There are settings of this tune in the following manuscript sources: 

– Colin Mór Campbell's, Nether Lorn Canntaireachd, i, 49-50 (with the title "Daughter's 

Lament"); 

– Hannay-MacAuslan MS, ff.23-5; 

– Angus MacKay's MS, i, 151-152; 

– Colin Cameron's MS, f.28; 

– D. S. MacDonald's MS, ii, 69-70; 

– David Glen's MS, ff.176-178; 

and in the following published sources: 

– Donald MacDonald, Ancient Martial Music, 53-55; (Donald MacDonald calls this: "Cumh na 

Peahair The Sister's Lament Allister MacDhomnuil Ghlaish, Chief of the MacDonalds of 

Keppoch was cruelly Murdered in his own house With his Brother a Youth of sixteen At the 

Instigation of the Next in succession. Their natural Sister, frantic with Grief, Expired at their 

side, Swallowing their Blood. The Air was Composed on this Melancholy Event.") 

– C. S. Thomason, Ceol Mor, pp.23-4. 

Colin Mór Campbell sets the tune like this: 
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The Second Motion has been heavily struck-through and amended, making interpretation 

difficult; it is not reproduced in the transcript below, but melodically it seems to have been on 

similar general lines to MacKay and MacDonald's versions. 
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Angus MacKay sets the tune like this: 
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This seems to be the complete score. There is no sign of Colin Campbell's "Second Motion," or 

MacKay's usual indications that the piece has ended. MacKay's second variation appears in an 

irregular 8:10 form; perhaps the fourth bar, the E>F marked "bis" could be omitted. MacKay's 

timing of the double echo beats with the accent regularly falling on the initial semi-quaver of the 

group is also worth noting. 

David Glen sets the tune like this: 
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David Glen treats the piece as a four-line tune, with a regular sixteen-bar structure and his 

setting is probably the most tactful and idiomatic of the surviving arrangements, although the 

added taorluath and crunluath variations might be variously judged.  

Amongst the remaining MSS, the Hannay-MacAuslan preserves a complete score, and is very 

close stylistically to Donald MacDonald's published version. It is thought, indeed, that the 

Hannay-MacAuslan may have been one of MacDonald's main sources for a number of tunes, and 

compiled perhaps by MacDonald himself. The score begins as follows: 
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And so on. 

Colin Cameron's setting is very close to Angus MacKay's, and would appear to have had a 

MacKay manuscript as its immediate source. In stylistic terms it adds little to the expressive 
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possibilities of the tune, and is not reproduced here. D. S. MacDonald's score is in outline form 

only, and is not reproduced here. 

Among the printed scores, the earliest is Donald MacDonald who sets the tune like this: 
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C. S. Thomason sets the tune like this: 
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Commentary: 

All the settings of this beautiful and famous old tune develop it in the same general way, apart 

from David Glen, who adds taorluath and crunluath fosgailte singlings. Nobody else has them. It 

is unusual that the tune should appear in so many manuscripts after being published by Donald 

MacDonald, which could indicate, perhaps, that it was not so widely played and existed in 

people's secondary repertories rather than the front line of playing tradition. This would square 

with C. S. Thomason's remarks on the tune in his manuscript collection of piping lore entitled 

"Ceol Mor Legends": 
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