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Sir James MacDonald of the Isles' Salute 

There are settings of this tune in the following manuscript sources: 

ï Peter Reid's MS, f.34; 

ï David Glen's MS, f.179 and again at ff.360-362;  

 

And in the following published sources: 

ï Angus MacKay, Ancient Piobaireachd, pp.99-101 (with a note "Composed by William 

Macdonald Esqr. of Vallay"); 

ï Donald MacPhee, Collection of Piobaireachd, ii, 26-28; 

ï C. S. Thomason, Ceol Mor, pp. 71-2. 

 

 

Angus MacKay sets the tune as follows: 
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MacKay had a ground, a pair of siubhals singling and doubling, taorluath fosgailte singling and 

doubling, taorluath breabach singling and doubling (pointed "down"), and a crunluath breabach 

singling and doubling, pointed "up" by way of contrast. 

 

Donald MacPhee's setting follows MacKay fairly closely except that he emphasises the initial 

low A his eallachs in preference to MacKay's cut version.. We also note his curious timing of 

this movement in his "tripling of second variation" as follows: 
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and so on.  

 

Like MacKay, MacPhee points his taorluath breabach "down" and his crunluath breabach "up." 

He also removes MacKay's instruction to repeat the ground between the taorluath and crunluath 

variations in the manner routinely adopted later by the Piobaireachd Society's editor, Archibald 

Campbell. 

 

C. S. Thomason also follows MacKay, although he steps over into 2/4 in the taorluath fosgailte, 

presumably on the authority of Angus's nephew, Donald MacKay, who was taught by Donald 

Cameron, this being one of the tunes which "D. Cameron corrected, or passed as correct in his 

uncle's Angus MacKay's Book." (Ceol Mor, 1905, Index), as follows:  

 


